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PROTECTIING OUFIATER

Your PCLA patrticipated in the Alanson River
Fest the second week end in August. Our
purpose was to “show the flag” for PCLA and
to pass out aquatic plant and boating
information from the Watershed Council. We
pitched our tent, hung our banner and waited
for visitors. We had a great day. We used free
helium balloons to draw children to the booth
and of course their parents came with them.
We signed up one new member with the
promise for a second one. All non-members
who stopped by were impressed with our
story, and we gave every one our information
packet and an application to join the PCLA.
Several members stopped by — Thanks for
your support. We plan to participate again next
year and are looking forward to more success.
If you have suggestions to improve our
presentations please contact Bill Wyman
(billwyman43@yahoo.com). - Bill Wyman

The following are excerpts from an article
written by the Petoskey News Review on
Friday August 28th 2009: Last week, the
Crooked River Lock was named to receive
$500,000 in federal stimulus funding.

That money will be used to perform additional
work on the lock and surrounding facilities at

the same time as the extensive repair work is
conducted this fall

The lock has been a source of frustration for
local management. In the last year it has broken
down several times.

“So far we have only been patching up over 40
year old equipment and it hasn't been working
out so well,” Thomas MacLean, a state park
supervisor, said.

Because some of the contract work has not yet
been awarded, an official start date has not
been set. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
currently conferring with state officials to
ensure that regular users of the lock are not
impeded by the work schedule during its
normal, seasonal operation.

Estimates between $200,000 & $300,000 has
already been spent to purchase parts with the
additional half-million dollars to buy additional
parts and improve site access, sanitary
facilities, safety railings and the stop logs as
well as to make concrete repairs and perform
building rehab.

In a phone call to the office of Thomas
MacLean, on September 14th 2009, we were

A lake Beaver has been working his way along thetold by an office staff worker, that the schedule
east shore of Crooked Lake. His damage was firstwas still not yet determined but they expected

noted on the shorline of Doug & Mary Fry, by

that the locks schedule would continue as

their neighbor, Gary Rohelier. The Beaver had cutpreviously determined. The closing date for

down two trees and was working on more. The

three of them decided to walk the shoreline to
check for any more evidence. It turns out this

the locks this fall is still October 12th at 5 P.M.
(the locks schedule was printed in the spring
newsletter). If you would like more

beaver has been quite busy in several areas alonginformation, you can call Thomas MacLean at

the shoreline.

231-347-2311. - Karen Plasencia
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The Pickerel-Crooked Lakes Association
received a $1000 grant from The Petoskey
Rotary Club Charities and the PCLA has
matched these funds. With this money we
have installed our first two double sided
information message boards. The purpose
of these kiosks is to educate the lake using
pubic to issues that concern preserving
water quality, invasive aquatic plants and
animals. These boards contain literature
explaining the issues, facts resources and
preventative measures to help preserve the
water quality on one side and local
community information will be on the other
side.

The first board was installed in the Alanson
Village Park. near the Crooked River. The
second board was installed at the Conway
boat ramp. Both kiosks were installed by
Greg Warner and Dan Plasencia, with the
help of Little Traverse Township at their
site. Stop by a see them. We hope this
will be another way for us to “spread the
word” on lake quality issues.

- Karen Plasencia
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Fishing

2009 has seen our lakes make some noteable
news in the state of Michigan & DNR record
keeping. Fishing through the ice on Pickerel Lake
on March 16th, Tom Walker of Petoskey landed a
perch that measured 16" long and weighed
2#110z. His fish was the heaviest reported to date
for the 2009 calendar year, and because of the
spawning cycle, it would be hard to top that fish
through the remainder of the year.

On June 13th, again from Pickerel Lake, Adam
Kruskie of Petoskey hauled in an all time state
record Pumkinseed Sunfish. Adam's record fish
weighed 1#9.20z and measured 10.88 inches long,
beating the previous record by over 4 1/2 ounces.
Congratulations to these anglers on their state
records!

Two unreported big fish were caught this summer
as well . Michael McConnell caught a 20" 4#
trout on Pickerel Lake and on May 31st Scott
Welcer caught a 21” 4# 14 oz Smallmouth.

Now where on Pickerel Lake/Crooked Lake are
you fishing?

- Wayne Blomberg
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