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PO. Box 21 |
Conway, Ml 49722

One of the first realizations | had as a result of becoming a Pickerel-
Crooked Lakes Association board member a few years ago was thay my
front yard went from being 75 feet of frontage on Crooked Lake to 3,355
acres - the combined acreage of both lakes.

I was, in effect, responsible for what happenéd to these two lakes.

As president of the association my responsibility increases to encouraging
other lake residents to take an active role in the stewardship of the 3,355 acre
*front yard" we hold and use in common.

My goal is to make it easy for members to participate actively in our asso-
ciation.

To do that, the board and my wife Audrey are going to undertake a news-
letter to keep everyone informed of committee work, projects and issues impor-
tant to the lakes. Through the newsletter, we hope to provide ample opportunity
for you to volunteer your efforts and ideas for maintaining and improving our
lakes.

The list of past accomplishments of the PCLA is impressive: the agreement
with the DNR to plant 75,000 walleye every three years in our lakes; helping
preserve nearly half of Oden Island with the Nature Conservancy; removing der-
elict boats and structures from shorelines; lake monitoring: erecting an osprey
platform; educating the public regarding lake stewardship and shoreline manage-
ment; examining, forming, and stating opinions about proposed development;
working on a "No Wake" ordinance; etc.

The list of current issues facing our lakes is also impressive: wetland and
shoreline protection; the "locks"; native hunting, fishing and gathering; road end
access; land development; invasive species; "smalleyes" and panfish; source and
non-point pollution, et.al.

The board to some degree is addressing every one of these issues. We
have a very active Fish Committee chaired by Jeff Upton which meets every other
week and has ambitious plans. Dolly Osborne is heading a group to address the
problem of purple loosetrife choking waterways and crowding native plants. Board
members attend each township board meeting to keep abreast of issues that im-
pact the lakes.

There is a lot to do. The board encourages and solicits your help. Our two
lakes are absolute gems compared to "many" lakes throughout our state. Let's
work together not only to keep them that way, but make them better.

Sincerely,
Ray McMullen







