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lakes form a unique front yard we hold in common.
It is a privilege we both enjoy and pay for. We can-

not afford to take it for granted.

This fall, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council
sponsored a “Lake Association Summit” designed to identify common lake
problems and potential solutions. The number one problem identified by all
of the association representatives wasn’t water quality. It wasn’t boater cour-
tesy. It wasn’t invasive species. It wasn't poor fishing. It wasn’t the density
of development and its affect on critical wetlands.

It was membership. Think about it: we can have a positive impact on
every problem we face -- if we have high representation of lakeshore prop-
erty owners, and if we can mobilize those owners to take action.

Last year, PCLA outlined a membership strategy we hope will grow
our ranks so we can be more effective in projects such as purple loosestrife
eradication, boating safety, fishery maintenance, water testing, education,
and governmental liaison for high standards of lakeshore development.

Remember the good old days? Summer passed at a leisurely pace and
nothing much happened to ruffle the waters. These days, the waters wear a
constant chop of waves. We need every oar to keep the boat moving.

You have a fantastic board of directors. Most are working people,
some own their own businesses, and still they find time to go to dozens of
different meetings, write letters, research important issues, keep member-
ship records, create newsletters, sponsor seminars, and conserve our van-
ishing natural lakeshore. Twelve people do all of this, plus they put up signs,
cut down weeds, arrange the annual meeting, harvest and plant walleye...

Last year, we lost -- by one vote -- our effort to prevent the dredging
and excavation of a lagoon to accommodate boats and multiple-family homes
over water. We won -- by one vote -- our effort to solicit county funds for
preservation of the “Black Hole.” Both of these projects convinced us that
twelve people cannot effectively and consistently do the work of 900 others
who share a view of our lakes from their windows.

We hope by next season to have a team that will contact each lake
resident in person, to get acquainted, share news, and gain additional sup-
port for our mission. Please join if you are not a member, and please be part
of our membership team if you already have joined. We need your “do’s" to
help meet the challenges and privileges of having a lake in your front yard.

Thanks for your support,
Ray McMullen, President






