erel - Crooked Lakes Association

P.O. Box 2II
Conway, Ml 49722

he messages | would like to convey in this letter are first, count your
blessings; and second, if you want to continue having blessings to count,
get involved.

PCLA belongs to a regional group of lake-focused groups called the Northern
Organization of Lake Associations (NOLA). We meet monthly to share problems,
solutions, and projects aimed at preserving quality lake living.

I see its value to us as an early warning system. Our lakes are fairly untouched
by development compared with some of the others represented in NOLA: Higgins
Lake, Torch Lake, Crystal Lake, for example. These associations report such problems
as high-density residential development, back-lot takeover of road-ends, invasive
species, noise pollution, wetland degredation, and so on. Their experience can
serve to guide us as as these issues move "up north".

Several of these lake associations employ permanent legal staff, lobbyists,
and personnel who continually deal with issues as they arise. Almost universally
these associations have had to go to court to address problems. We may be entering
a stage in our development where we, too, have to defend our lakes with lawyers
as well as passionate volunteers.

A case in hand is the Windjammer Phase Il project. The Board feels there
are viable alternatives to dredging a canal through a wetland and digging a lagoon
upland so that condominium owners can dock their boats underneath their living
quarters. We have done research, made proposals, written letters and appeared at
hearings to oppose the dredging. If the Department of Environmental Quality and
the Army Corps of Engineers approve the permits, do we contest their action?
How far do we pursue the issue? Please guide the board by offering your opinions
and volunteering your time.

Pickerel and Crooked Lakes are relatively healthy and aesthetically pleasing
-- a blessing we count daily. Now for the getting involved part. The continued
protection of environmentally sensitive shoreline is probably the single best way
to preserve our lakes' quality. This is a plug for our land acguisition fund and it's
a great way to give something back for blessings received.

This newsletter describes some of this year's projects. Most of the activities
are ongoing, so feel free to join in by contacting the person named in the article, or
any board member. We will be in particular need of people with legal, zoning,
environmental, research, grant-writing, or development experience. A little advice
ar effort from a knowledgable association member could mean the difference between
successfully upholding our mission -- or not.

Sincerely,
Ray McMullen, President






