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DNR issues boating handbook

By Karen Plasencia

Now that the boating season has
arrived it may be a good time to
review some of the new and past
rules as established by the DNR.
There is an excellent handbook on
the DNR’s website that is worth
looking through for new boaters
and even us “old timers”. To find
this handbook it is a bit tricky but
definitely worth the search. Type
this information into your web browser
address at the top of your screen
http://boat-ed. com/mi‘handbook/
{call me if you need help 231-548-
5656). Here are some highlights
for your information.

Who May Operate a Boat

Children less than 12 years of
age: May legally operate a boat
powered by a motor of no more than
6 horsepower (hp) without restrictions;
May legally operate a boat powered
by a motor of more than 6 hp but
no more than 35 hp only if they
are directly supervised onboard by
a person at least 16 years of age;
May not legally operate a boat powered
by a motor of more than 35 hp under
any conditions,

Children 12 to 15 years of age:
May legally operate a boat powered
by a motor of no more than 6 hp
without restrictions; May legally
operate a boat powered by a motor
of more than 6 hp only if they: Have

passed a boating safety course approved
by the Department of Natural Resources
and have onboard their boating safety
certificate or... Are accompanied
onboard by a person at least 16 years
of age.

Those 16 years of age or older may
operate any boat (except Personal
Watercraft [pwc] {jet ski}) on the
waters of Michigan.

Who May Operate a PWC
MNo one less than 12 years old may
legally operate a PWC,

A person who is 12 or more and
less than 14 years of age may operate
a PWC only if: He or she obtained
a boating safety certificate prior
to January 1, 1999 or... All of the
following conditions are satisfied:
The person is accompanied solely
by his or her parent or legal guardian;
Both the person and the parent or
legal guardian have obtained a boating
safety certificate; The PWC is equipped
with a lanyard-type ignition safety
switch and the parent or legal guardian
has the lanyard attached to his or
her person, clothing or PFD (life
jacket); The PWC is designed to
carry at least two people.

Those 14 years of age or older:

A person born after December 31,
1978, may operate a PWC only if
(continued an page 5)






